EARLY   MEDIAEVAL   WARS
the Western praefectures of the Empire, although
.still nominally Roman, had, as a matter of fact,
passed wholly into the control of Germanic tribes.
Italy was ruled by the Ostrogoths; Africa by the
Vandals (who had built a fleet and were ravaging
the Mediterranean). In Spain it was as yet un-
certain whether Sueves or Visigoths would secure
ascendancy. Britain was being gradually conquered
by Jutes, Angles, and Saxons.
What of Gaul 5 That is the region with whose
fate we are now most concerned. We must note
more particularly what had happened there since in
A.D. 406 the Vandals, Sueves, and Alans had rushed
the Rhine and begun their work of devastation.
We have observed how they themselves, after three
years of rapine and slaughter, crossed the Pyrenees
to work their will in Spain. Their departure,
however, did not ease the situation, for the Romans
in Gaul had meantime become involved in a
desperate civil war between the Emperor Honorius
and a usurper who seduced the British legions and
brought them across the Channel to fight his battles
in the doomed diocese. In such circumstances the
shattered defences of Gaul could not be repaired.
The way lay open for the Germanic hordes. The
Alemans, unresisted, settled themselves comfort-
ably in the region round Strasburg and Basle.
Immediately to the north of them a new Teutonic
tribe, the Burgundians, occupied the middle Rhine
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